AMAR 


SPECIAL | 
ISSUE | 


SBN 978-93-5 


1 


8 


1! 
Il 


9 = DHYAN CHAND 


ITUR IN 1922, A 16-YEAR-OLD BOY, DHYAN SINGH, ENLISTED IN THE FIRST BRAHMANS REGIMENT IN DELHI | 
» > = Š 
27 a 
Pp 
: HERE YOU 
e route to your roots = ARE... TWO PAIRS 


OF TROUSERS, 


ounder Editor: Anant Pai 


When they look back at their formative years, many Indians nostalgically recall the vital 
part Amar Chitra Katha picture books have played in their lives. It was ACK — Amar 
Chitra Katha — that first gave them a glimpse of their glorious heritage. 

Since they were introduced in 1967, there are now over 450 Amar Chitra Katha titles 
іс choose from. Over 90 million copies have been sold worldwide. 


Now the Amar ChitraKatha titles are even more widely available in 1000 + bookstores 
all across India. Log on to www.ack-media.com to locate a bookstore near you. If you 
do not have access to a bookstore, you can buy all the titles through our online store 
www.amarchitrakatha.com. We provide quick delivery anywhere in the world. 
To make it easy for you to locate the titles of your choice from our treasure trove of titles, 
the books are now arranged in six categories. 
Epics and Mythology 
Best known stories from the Epics and the Puranas 


Indian Classics 
Enchanting tales from Indian literature 


Fables and Humour 
Evergreen folktales, legends and tales of wisdom and humour 


Bravehearts 
Stirring tales of brave men and women of India 


Visionaries 
Inspiring tales of thinkers, social reformers and nation builders 


Contemporary Classics 
The best of modern Indian literature 


Script: Luis Fernandes 
Illustrations and Cover: Harsho Mohan Chattoraj 


Chief Colourist: C. Ramesh 
Colourists: Silambarasan K., Adarsh Асһагі, Prakash S. 


Layout: Sivajith S. 


Editor: Reena |Нуегай Puri 


_ Amar Chitra Katha Pvt Ltd 


€ Amar Chitra Katha Pvt. Ltd, August 2013, ISBN 978-93-5085-235-4 
Published & Printed by Amar Chitra Katha Pvt. Ltd, 
Krishna House, 3rd Floor, Raghuvanshi Mills Compound, S. B. Marg, 
Lower Parel (W), Mumbai - 400 013. India 
For Consumer Complaints Contact Tel : 491-22 40497436 
Email: customerservice@ack-media.com 


DHYAN CHAND 


DHYAN HAD A FLAIR FOR THE GAME AND THIS WAS SOON NOTED BY ONE OF HIS SUPERIORS, SUBEDAR-MAJOR 
BALE TIWARI, A HOCKEY ENTHUSIAST AND A FINE PLAYER HIMSELF. 
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Ў? AS BOYSIN JHANSI, === 


BUT NOT ALWAYS WITH 
HOCKEY STICKS! 


WHAT'S YOUR 
NAME? 


ME 


I DON'T EVEN 
= KNOW THE G. 
WELL. 
(NU 
NO 


رم 


I LIKE THE WAY 
YOU TAKE THE BALL 
ALONG. BUT YOU HAVE 
A LOT TO LEARN! 


WH 
YOU SUPPOSE IS THE 
JOB OF THE CENTRE 
FORWARD? 


2 
TO TAKE 
THE BALL ACROSS 
THE FIELD... 
2 Я 
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DHYAN CHAND 


NO, NO, NO! 
I SAW YOU DRIBBLING THE 
BALL HALFWAY ACROSS THE 

FIELD. BUT THAT'S NOT THE WAY 

IT SHOULD BE DONE! YOU SHOULD 
TAKE THE BALL ACROSS THE 
FIELD WITH THE HELP OF THE 
OTHER PLAYERS. 


- 
YOU SHOU 
PASS! HOCKEY 15 A TEAM 
GAME... ATEAM GAME, 
YOU UNDERSTAND?! A 


DHYAN CHAND 


TO FLOWER 


DON'T TRY TO SCORE 
WITH POWERFUL SHOTS! 
BREACH THE DEFENCE 
WITH PLACEMENTS AND 
PUSH STROKES! 


DHYAN, THE NAMES 
OF THOSE SELECTED TO PLAY 
IN THE ANNUAL TOURNAMENT 
HAVE BEEN PUT UP ON THE 
NOTICE BOARD! 
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THE ANNUAL MILITARY HOCKEY TOURNAMENT WAS AN EVENT THAT EVERYONE 
WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO. HOCKEY TEAMS FROM DIFFERENT REGIMENTS 
PARTICIPATED AND THERE WAS KEEN RIVALRY. 


DON'T WORRY, 
YOU'RE IN! 
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A KATHA 


G HIS FIRST BIG MATCH 


DHYAN CHAND 
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WELL DONE, DHYAN 
SINGH! YOUR SECOND 
GOAL TURNED THE 
MATCH AROUND. 


NDS 
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/ 7 | VE SEEN A STEADY 
IMPROVEMENT IN YOUR 
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ITRA KATHA 


D GO ТО BED DEAD TIRED, BUT ONE AMONG THEM SEEMED TIRELESS 
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THAT MUST BE 

| / - DHYAN SINGH! 
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D THAT 
= FELLOW IS TOTALLY 


EN DEDICATED TO THE 2 
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ОНҮАМ СНАМО 


ONE NIGHT, | НЕАКО 
HIM TALKING IN HIS 
SLEEP AND SUDDENLY DA n° 
N HE SHOUTED: GOAL! Å 


ПА 725, : 
НЕЕЕНЕ ` а 


COMES NOW. 


R 
oy 
дет хэс 


WE SHOULD CALL Ñ EN 
YOU ОНҮАМ CHAND | 
INSTEAD OF DHYAN 

SINGH! 


7 FINISHED 
PRACTISING, 
DHYAN? 


YOU'YE BECOME 
A REAL NIGHT OWL, Ж 
HAVENT YOU? А 


JITRA KATHA 


ARMY TOURNAMENTS. EVEN THE BRITISH OFFICERS OF 
WAS A GIFTED PLAYER. ONCE, IN 1925, WHEN HIS 
UNJAB INDIAN INFANTRY TOURNAMENT - 


ANOTHER GOAL! 
WE'RE TWO DOWN! 
WHAT'S WRONG WITH 


й . OUR BOYS?! 


DHYAN SINGH! WE'RE 
TWO DOWN AND THERE 
ARE ONLY FOUR MINUTES 
LEFT! DO SOMETHING! 
THEY SEEM TO 
BE OUT OF FORM 
TODAY, SIR! 


^ OUT OF FORM! 
BALDERDASH! NO 
SPORTSMAN CAN AFFORD 
TO BE OUT OF FORM ON 
THE FIELD! SEND 


DHYAN IN. а 
" 7 -—- 


DHYAN CHAND 


GETTING HOLD OF THE BALL, HE FILOTED IT DOWN THE FIELD, ZIG-ZAGGING FAST PLAYER AFTER PLAYER 
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WHAT'S GOING ҸЕ 

йр) ON? WHAT'S ALL ҮГ? 
| THE EXCITEMENT / 
: ABOUT? 4 
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YOU STAND A GOOD 
CHANCE, DHYAN. BUT YOU 


THE ARMY I$ SENDING 
А HOCKEY TEAM TO NEW 
ZEALAND TO PLAY AGAINST 
CIVILIAN TEAMS THERE! 


THREE CHEEKS РОК. ) 
DHYAN CHAND! 


YOU'RE A WIZARD, 
MY BOY, A HOCKEY 
WIZARD! THERE'S NO 
ONE LIKE YOU 


MUST GET ONE OF THE 
ENGLISH OFFICERS TO 


SPEAK FOR YOU. 


EVERYBODY KNOWS == J : 
YOU'RE GOOD AT HOCKEY, ٢ THAT'S WHY 
BUT THESE PEOPLE WONT SEND | SAY, TALK TO Å 
A FELLOW LIKE YOU WHO HAS N BRITISH OFFICER! 
ONLY STUDIED UP TO 


HYAN WAS SHY AND КЕПСЕМТ BY NATURE, AND NOT ONE ТО ASK ANYBODY FOR FAVOURS 
"T YU ERU 


77” ALL THE OFFICERS 
| KNOW MY GAME. IF I'M 
Å GOOD ENOUGH, THEY'RE / 
SURE TO GIVE ME ryg 
A CHANCE. OI 
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DHYAN CHAND 


TOO STUNNED TO TALK, DHYAN CLICKED 
HIS HEELS TOGETHER AND SALUTED. 


H 


AND THE MOMENT THE OFFICER HAD 
BACK 


TO BREAK 
THE NEWS TO 
1 HIS FRIENDS 


I'M GOING TO 
NEW ZEALAND! 


U SAYING! 


WELL DONE, 


DHYAN! 
DHYAN CHAND 
ZINDABAD!" 


* LONG LIVE, DHYAN CHAND! 
18 


DHYAN CHAND 


[5 FATHER, A SUBEDAR IN THE ARMY, AND HIS MOTHER FELT PROUD OF THEIR SON, BUT THERE WERE WORRIES 
2 Mg « p 


ЇЕ 


WHAT 
ARE YOU TWO 
WHISPERING 

ABOUT? 


Ҹ SON, YOU'LL 
NEED CIVILIAN 
CLOTHES AND 

TOWELS AND BED 
SHEETS... 


EVERYTHING 
WILL BE PROVIDED 
BY THE REGIMENT, 

MOTHER! 


YES, FATHER. 
YOU DON'T HAVE 


ANYTHING! 


DHYAN AND HIS BROTHERS 
WERE USED TO HARDSHIPS 


| KEPT THE FAMILY ON EDGE 

a| ALL THE TIME. FOR HIS FIRST 
ТЮР ABROAD, DHYAN MADE 
DO WITH THE KIT PROVIDED 
BY THE ARMY. 


эё: DHYAN CHAND 
с, 21 
AND REACHED NEW ZEALAND IN EARLY MAY | кан MAN TOOK THE THE INDIANS PLAYED 21 MATCHES IN NEW ZEALAND, WINNING 
— aa Å by 18, DRAWING 2 AND LOSING 1. DHYAN SHOT OVER A HUNDRED 
BALL RICHI ACROSS THAT'S ONE N or THE 192 GOALS SCORED BY THE INDIANS DURING THE TOUR 
THE FIELD DODGING 


OF THEIR BEST 5 SC, 5 5 Ф 
ALL OUR BOYS IN PLAYERS IN CONTRAST, THE NEW ZEALANDERS SCORED ONLY 24 GOALS р 
МА) 


HIS PATH! 


THE INDIANS WON THE HEARTS AND 
| MINDS OF THE NEW ZEALANDERS. ONCE, 
з SIA WAS А AFTER А MATCH АТ NEW PLYMOUTH — 
if Å mein THE WAY YOU TOOK 
4 THE BALL PAST PLAYER 
m Owe THE FIRST TIME A SPORTS MR CHAND. MAISIE AFTER PLAYER LEFT US 
M TEAM FROM INDIA WAS TOURING ANDI SAW YOU PLAY BREATHLESSI 
AT AUCKLAND AND WE 
WERE AMAZED BY 
YOUR CONTROL OVER 
THE BALL! 


THERE WERE FIVE SIKHS IN THE 
INDIAN TEAM. THE NEW ZEALANDERS 
WERE FASCINATED BY THEIR 
HEADGEAR AND THE WAY THE d 
ag THEY 
VISITORS PLAYED HOCKEY 5 БТА FAST AN EIE 
STICK WORK IS THEY MAKE 
SPLENDID! OUR BOYS LOOK 
у LIKE CLUMSY OAFS 
IN COMPARISON! 


WE WANTED 
TO SEE YOU PLAY AGAIN 
50 WE FOLLOWED YOUR 
TEAM HERE! 


UH. 
THANK YOU 


YOUNG DHYAN AND HIS TEAMMATES, SIMPLE VILLAGE BOYS THAT THEY WERE, SOMETIMES FELT ILL AT EASE WITH THE 
PRAISE AND HONOURS НЕАРЕ ON THEM AND THE ATTENTION GIVEN TO THEM BY THE LOCAL PEOPLE AND THE РКЕ59. | 
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THAT'S HIM! V3 / 
THAT'S DHYAN 
CHAND! 
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55 
НЕ DHYAN СНАКО 8 EXPLOITS ON THE HOCKEY FIELDS OF NEW ZEALAND 


HAD BEEN REPORTED IN THE INDIAN PRESS AND THE TEAM'S 
— 9 
S CHAND WAS VIKTUALLY UNKNOWN OUTSIDE ARMY CIKCLES. 


HOMECOMING FOCUSED ATTENTION ON HIM. BEFORE THE TOUR, DHYAN 
THE TOUR BROUGHT HIM TO THE ATTENTION 
OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC. SOON AFTERWARDS, 
HE WAS PROMOTED TO LANCE NAIK. 


% 
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MEANWHILE, IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS НАР BEEN TAKING 
PLACE IN INDIAN HOCKEY. IN SEPTEMBER, 1925, IN GWALIOR - 


FOR A LONG ЁС? 


Б? THE BRITISH 
INTRODUCED US ] TIME IT WAS PLAYED 
- ТО НОСКЕҮ. ONLY IN ARMY 
1 CAMPS... ЖЖ 


[2] 
یک‎ >, | 
"ку 7 
72 IT MOVED OUT OF THE 
CANTONMENTS AND 
BECAME POPULAR 
WITH CIVILIANS. 
BENGAL HOCKEY 
ASSOCIATION WAS 
FORMED IN 1908. NOW | 
THERE ARE TWO MORE 

ASSOCIATIONS 1 


TWO YEARS LATER, 
THE INDIAN HOCKEY 
FEDERATION BECAME 
A MEMBER OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
HOCKEY FEDERATION 


AND MORE 
ARE LIKELY TO BE FORMED. M AND GAINED 
BUT WHAT HOCKEY IN INDIA | و7‎ М | INTERNATIONAL 
NEEDED WAS A CENTRAL 41 29) | RECOGNITION. 
GOVERNING BODY JUNE TUE Ë 
سو‎ | AMD NON WE HONOURABLE 
HAVE ONE! THE INDIAN N.H. ANSARI AS ۷7 


HOCKEY FEDERATION 
WITH THE DYNAMIC 
COL BRUCE TURNBULL 
AS PRESIDENT... 


SECRETARY WILL TAKE Д 
HOCKEY FORWARD 
IN INDIA. 


T ——G G س‎ 


DHYAN CHAND 


DHYAN, THERE IS TALK THAT 
HOCKEY MAY BE INCLUDED 
Å AS ONE OF THE GAMES OF 
THE AMSTERDAM | 
OLYMPICS! | 


IF INDIA 
SENDS A TEAM, 
YOU HAVE A GOOD 
CHANCE OF GETTING 
A BERTH! 


Ў MAJO 
WHO 16 A HOCKEY LOVER. 
HE MAY EVEN SEND 
AN ARMY TEAM! 


WHY NOT 
THE І.Н.Ғ IS 
CONTROLLED BY 
ARMY MEN! 


AN è CHITRA KATHA DHYAN CHAND 
THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMFIC ASSOCIATION DID FINALLY DECIDE TO INCLUDE HOCKEY AS ONE OF THE SPORTS 
OF THE GAMES. THE | Н.Е ANNOUNCED A HOCKEY TOURNAMENT TO IDENTIFY PLAYERS FOR THE NATIONAL TEAM, 
THE TOURNAMENT WAS HELD BETWEEN THE TEAMS OF FIVE PROVINCES - BENGAL, UNITED PROVINCES, CENTRAL | 
PROVINCES, RAJPUTANA AND PUNJAB 


¥ y IVE HEARD 
لاغ‎ 
ша 


YOU'VE BEEN YES, PERHAPS 
_LOANED TO BECAUSE I WAS BORN 
THE U.P TEAM IN ALLAHABAD 


DHYAN CHAND CERTAINLY HAD NO TROUBLE BONDING WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE U P 
TEAM. IT SOON BECAME CLEAR THAT ON THE FIELD, HE WAS THE PIVOT AROUND WHICH 
THE KEST OF THE TEAM REVOLVED. 


ONLY THE PUNJAB TEAM, CAPTAINED BY 

ЕКІС РІММІСЕК, SHOWED SOME ABILITY 

TO STAND UP TO U.P'5 AGGRESSIVE PLAY. BUT U P OUSTED PUNJAB IN THE SEMI-FINAL AND 
THEN OVERRAN RAJPUTANA IN THE FINAL TO WIN 
THE FIRST-EVER NATIONAL HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIP 


l'M A BIT 

APPREHENSIVE ABOUT 

PLAYING WITH CIVILIANS p алы 

I'VE ALWAYS PLAYED IN ANY TEAM WOULD Ñ 

ARMY TEAMS 50 FAR. Ж YOU'LL BE FINE! BE THRILLED TO HAVE 
Ej YOU'RE TOO MODEST, Y à YOU ON THEIR SIDE. U.P. |. 
4 DHYAN. YOU DON'T ff E WILL TREAT YOU LIKE / 

KNOW YOUR OWN 4 Ny я ROYALTY! 


LOOK AT HIM! 
NOT A CARE IN 
THE WORLD! 
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NL 

IF HE IS, YOU 
TOO WILL MAKE 


IT, MARTHINS = 


THE SELECTION WILL 
BE DONE BY MAJOR BURN- 
MURDOCH SAHIB AND COLONEL 
HILL SAHIB, BOTH ARMY MEN, 50 
GORAS AND ARMY MEN HAVE 
THE BEST CHANCE. 


YOU, CHAND 7 
SEAMAN AND FEROZE 1 
ARE THE SPEARHEAD 
OF OUR ATTACK 


13 PLAYERS WERE SELECTED ON THE 
BASIS OF THEIR PERFORMANCE AT THE 
TOURNAMENT. DHYAN CHAND WAS ONE 
OF THEM. THE TEAM WAS TO GO TO 
AMSTERDAM VIA ENGLAND, WHERE 
THEY WOULD BE JOINED BY THREE 
INDIAN PLAYERS WHO WERE STUDYING 


I HOPE THEY 
ARE RIGHT! GOING 
BY FORM, I SHOULD BE 
SELECTED BUT ONE 
NEVER KNOWS! 


DS 
Ap 
| г ДАРУ 15 THIS THE SIDE NS 


THAT'S GOING TO 
REPRESENT US? 


THEY 
MIGHT AS WELL 


... JAIPAL SINGH (CAPTAIN), HAVE y 
PATAUDI SR. AND S.M. YUSUF 
THE TEAM WAS TO LEAVE FOR 

AMSTEKDAM BY SHIP FROM 


BOMBAY". WHILE IN BOMBAY, 
THE TEAM FLAYED AGAINST 
BOMBAY XI AND LOST 3-2! 

DHYAN SHOT BOTH THE 
GOALS FOR HIS SIDE. 


*NOW CALLED МИМВА! 


DHYAN CHAND 


THE TEAM WAS FURTHER DISHEARTENED TO SEE THAT ONLY 
THREE PEOPLE HAD COME TO SEE THEM OFF AT BALLARD 
PIER WHEN THEY LEFT FOR ENGLAND ON 10 MARCH, 1928 


ри 


ly 7 
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IT WAS GOOD OF 


Б F? ny Ai 
MAJOR BURN SAHIB پا‎ 77 THE JOURNALIST Z 


THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF BHATTACHARYA...HE'S 4 
І.Н.Е, CHARLES NEWHAM, ТО FROM THE TIMES OF 
COME TO SEE US OFF! а INDIA, I THINK. 


ТІ 
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BURN-MURDOCH WILL BE 
REMEMBERED FOR HIS CONTRIBUTION 
TO HOCKEY IN INDIA. IT WAS HE WHO WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR SENDING AN ARMY 
HOCKEY TEAM TO NEW ZEALAND 
IN 1926 OF WHICH I WAS 
A MEMBER. 


WE'LL BE PLAYING 
ELEVEN MATCHES IN 
ENGLAND. THE TOUR WILL HELP 
YOU UNDERSTAND EUROPEAN 
HOCKEY AND FIELD CONDITIONS 

AND MOST IMPORTANT 


NOW LET'S 
GO TO YOUR 
HOTEL! 


21-40, 


* BRITISH SLANG FOR BRITAIN. ОЕКМЕО 
FROM VILAYATI' WHICH MEANS BRITISH. 


WELCOME We 
TO BLIGHTY’, 


...IT'LL HELP US 


UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER AND ٢ 
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YOU MUST BE 
DHYAN CHAND, 
I'VE HEARD A LO 
ABOUT YOU! Å 


JAIPAL WAS WELL-KNOWN IN 
BRITISH HOCKEY CIRCLES AS 
HE PLAYED FOR THE OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY TEAM. HE WAS THE 
FIRST INDIAN STUDENT TOBE | 
CONFERRED THE OXFORD BLUE 
IN HOCKEY. JAIPAL WAS AN 
ADIVASI BELONGING TO THE 
MUNDA TRIBE. AFTER HIS 
RETURN TO INDIA, HE WORKED 
HARD FOR THE UPLIFTMENT OF 
TRIBALS AND FOUNDED Å PARTY 
THAT SPEARHEADED THE 
MOVEMENT FOR THE FORMATION 
OF JHARKHAND STATE. 


DHYAN CHAND 
THE TEAM SPENTA MONTH IN ENGLAND, SIGHTSEEING 


^ YOU WANT 
TO SEE 
TRAFALGAR 
SQUARE? 


Í THAT WAY'N 
GO THAT 
WAY! 


THE BKITISH PRESS DID NOT FAY 
MUCH ATTENTION TO THE INDIAN 
VISITORS. THE MATCHES THEY 
PLAYED WERE THINLY ATTENDED, 
EXCEPT FOR THE FOLKESTONE 
FESTIVAL HOCKEY MATCH THAT 
DREW ALMOST A THOUSAND 
SPECTATORS. < 
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IT WAS THE FIRST 
TIME ANY OF THE 
PLAYERS HAD BEEN 
TO ENGLAND AND 
THEY WERE THRILLED 
AND EXCITED BY THE 
SIGHTS AND SQUNDS 
OF LONDON. 


a 


- Å FOR THIS MATCH, THE HOSTS FIELDED THEIR STRONGEST TEAM WHICH INCLUDED 
ها‎ Bl NINE INTERNATIONAL PLAYERS. ІТ WAS IN FACT, BRITAIN МА TIONAL TEAM. 


УГ РУ л‏ تت 

“Ты” ТО SLAM IN FOUR GOALS! THE 
ITISH TEAM FAILED TO SCORE 

— | 


Би: 
пише 


dif 


DID YOU SEE HOW THEY 
DANCED AROUND OUR BOYS? 
WE CAN'T RISK BEING DEFEATED 
BY A SIDE FROM ONE OF OUR 
BLASTED COLONIES! 


I DONT THINK 
WE SHOULD SEND 
ATEAM TO THE 
OLYMPICS! 


30 


DHYAN CHAND 
LEAVING AS QUIETLY AND UNOBTRUSIVELY AS THEY HAD COME 


THE INDIANS ARRIVED IN AMSTERDAM ON 14 APR. 


AM HH‏ هاس 


DHYAN CHANO 


THERE WERE NINE TEAMS PARTICIPATING IN FIELD HOCKEY (CZECHOSLOVAKIA DROPPED OUT AT THE LAST MOMENT) 
AND THEY WERE DIVIDED INTO TWO DIVISIONS, A AND B. INDIA, THE ONLY NON-EUKOFEAN TEAM IN THE COMPETITION, 
WAS IN DIVISION A. IN THEIR FIRST MATCH AGAINST AUSTRIA, INDIA GAVE THEIR OFFONENTS NO CHANCE TO SCORE 


THE INDIANS 59 5 
ARE JUST TOO GOOD! 
THEY MOVE 50 FAST! 


ғ 7 4 
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THEY WERE INVITED TO PLAY IN GERMANY AND BELGIUM WHERE THEY WON EVERY MATCH. SO WHEN THEY ARRIVED 
AT THE OLYMPISCH STADION’ FOR THEIR FIRST OLYMPIC ENCOUNTER ON 17 MAY, THEY WERE CHARGED UP AND 
RARING ТО GO. TEAM MANAGER, ROSSER, GAVE THEM A PEP TALK BEFORE THEIR FIRST GAME WITH AUSTRIA 


WE'VE COME THOUSANDS OF SO LET'S 
MILES TO PLAY HERE AND MANY SHOW THEM 

BACK HOME THINK THIS IS WHAT WE 

А WASTED TRIP! CAN DO!! 


— = 74 
سے سے‎ (2 Ур i 
G ёс мет д 
THAT'S не WE тер ` 
THIRD! WONDERBAAR"! ДА 
277 A Ы) ГР 
ав мор 


| ka = = "c =| 42 © Y لا‎ 4. ТТІ! ттт 
>й mr pal. mj Ў SRM ДІ z 5 INDIA WON THE MATCH 6-NIL WITH DHYAN CHAND HITTING | 0 


"WONDERFUL, IN DUTCH ” 


* OLYMPIC STADIUM IN AMSTERDAM 


DHYAN CHAND 


THE FINAL WAS PLAYED ON 26 MAY, 1928. A THUNDEROUS 
СНЕЕК WENT ИР FROM THE VAST CROWD WHEN THE INDIANS 
CAME OUT ONTO THE FIELD. BUT ALL WAS NOT WELL WITH THE 
INDIANS. CAPTAIN JAIPAL SINGH HAD LEFT SUDDENLY FOR 
ENGLAND, FOLLOWING DIFFERENCES WITH THE MANAGER, 
AND ERIC PINNIGER HAD TAKEN OVER THE CAPTAINCY. 


STAR STRIKERS FEROZE KHAN AND SHAUKAT ALI WERE 
ON THE SICK LIST. DHYAN CHAND TOO WAS RUNNING A 
HIGH FEVER BUT HE WAS DETERMINED TO PLAY 


|] INDIA BEAT SWITZERLAND 6-O IN THE SEMI- لل چا‎ 

Й FINAL AND THE STAGE WAS SET FOR A CLASH А Av 
WITH THE NETHERLANDS IN THE FINAL. NI 
INDIA IS 


INVINCIBLE! NOT A SINGLE 


GOALHAS BEEN SCORED 
AGAINST THEM BY ANY . 2 eee 
TEAM SO FAR! ; 
CENTRE-FORWARD, 
DHYAN CHAND. WITH CONFIDENCE AS THEY HAD 
DEFEATED GERMANY, FRANCE AND SPAIN 
TO COME TO THE TOP OF THEIR GROUP 
|” 


NOTHING CAN | F\ THATFELLOWIS ØDE 


| GET PAST THEIR OUR BOYS WILL FARE 


A AGAINST THEM IN THE 


ФА, FINAL TOMORROW. 
БЫ 2 


A WIZARD! 


7 WERE NO MATCH FOR pde 
BUT THEY WERE NO МАТО СТ ANOTHER IN THE St 


AND WENT ON TO 


THE INDIANS. DH Y 


-———— аа 

А GOAL WITHIN 15 MINUTES ( DHYAN CHAND 
Р BUT GIVEN THE COLD SHOULDEK BY THE PRESS AND THE PUBLIC IN BRITAIN WHEN THEY STOPPED IN 

ENGLAND ON THEIR WAY BACK HOME. AS THE SHIP BY WHICH THEY WERE RETURNING NEARED BOMBAY - 


f = 
Milza 


4l 
I WONDER PE 
WHAT SORT OF 


| 
| 4 
DON'T SET 


YOUR HOPES REI 
TOOHIGH, 5% 


GEORGE MARTHINS SCORED THE THIRD 
Й GOAL IN THE LAST MOMENTS OF THE MATCH 
THE FINAL SCORE: 3-0. INDIA НАР WON! 


DHYAN CHAND AND HIS TEAMMATES RECEIVED THEIR GOLD 
MEDALS AT THE OLYMPIC STADIUM THE NEXT DAY AND, AS 
DHYAN CHAND WRITES IN HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY, THEIR JOY KNEW 
NO BOUNDS. THEY HAD WON GLORY FOR THEMSELVES AND 

1 CAME TO SEE US OFF; 
THEIR COUNTRY, MAKING INDIA A WORLD POWER IN HOCKEY! THREE PEOPLE WILL 


COME TO WELCOME 


THREE PEOPLE 


rS 


4 LARGE CROWD HAD GATHERED ТО WELCOME Les 
| THE MAYOR OF BOMBAY, DR G.V. рЕБНМИКНАМ22 
| LEAST TWO PROMINENT FOLITICAL LEADERS WE 


| PRESENT AT THE GATHERING 


WELL DONE, 
BOYS! WELL DONE! 
YOU'VE DONE THE 
COUNTRY PROUD 


THE GOVERNOR OF BOMBAY 
SENT А CONGRATULATORY 
MESSAGE THROUGH HIS 
REPRESENTATIVE 


а 
HØR 
MANY PARTIES AND RECEPTIONS WERE HELD IN THEIR HONOUR, AND DHYAN CHAND WAS THE CENTRE OF ATTRACTION 
EVERYWHERE. [7 1 
Y MY BROTHER SENT IT SEEMS YOU 
ME PRESS CUTTINGS BAFFLED NOT ONLY THE 
FROM A DUTCH PAPER PLAYERS BUT ALSO THE 
AFTERYOUR MATCH SPECTATORS WITH YOUR 


TICK ! | PLEASE СМЕ МЕ 
WITH THE DUTCH. STICK WORK OUR AUTOGRAPIS 


МЕ СНАКО! 


THEY SAY YOUR 
HOCKEY STICK WAS 
ACTUALLY AMAGIC ТАЙ 
WAND THAT DREW THE = 
BALL HE DIRECTION HOCKEY HAD COME 
WANTED! OF AGE IN INDIA 


BUT ALL TOO $00N THE CELEBRATIONS WERE OVER AND DHYAN CHAND 25) 
5 BACK WITH HIS REGIMENT WHICH WAS THEN POSTED IN NORTH INDIA. | 


m — а EET 


THEY SAY 
THE GIRLS WERE 


| FALLING ALL OVER 
~~ YOU IN HOLLAND, 


DHYAN! 


МО, МОМЕ SO 
ATTENDED А FEW BUT DHYAN 
PARTIES BUT. - 7 | СНАМО STAYED 
| ALOOF AS 
USUAL! 


© 
DHYAN IS 
NOT INTERESTED IN 


20 22.2 GIRLS. HE ALREADY 
НИ нас оче ТОМНОм ДИ 


НЕ 15 DEVOTED 


TEER TZ ТҮР 
ын : 2755 5 


4794 
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DHYAN CHAND 


EL A c Y 
REACTION THAT RESULTED 
ASH CRUNCH, COUNTRIES 

UT DOWN ON THE SIZE ОР TH 


MS WERE THE FIRST TO BE AXED 

| HOCKEY FEDERATION WAS 

ERVE OF ARMY OFFICERS 
WERE IN CONTROL AND THE NEW 

ENT. M. HAYMAN, WAS CAUGHT IN A DILEM 


» 


THE 1932 OLYMPIC HOCKEY TOURNAMENT WAS А CAKEWALK FOR THE INDIANS THEY ONLY HAD TO PLAY 
AGAINST TWO COUNTRIES - JAPAN AND THE U.S.A. AGAIN, IT WAS NOT CLEAR WHY BRITAIN DID NOT FAKTICIFATE 
IN HOCKEY, BUT IT WAS CERTAINLY NOT DUE TO FINANCIAL CONSTRAINTS. INDIA DEFEATED THE JAPANESE 11-1, 
WITH DHYAN SCORING 4 OF THE GOALS 


THE OTHER SCORERS WERE КООР 
AND GURMIT SINGH WHO SCORED 3 
GOALS EACH AND RICHARD CARR, 1 


SEND 16 PLAYERS 
) 7 WE ARE WORLD 

CHAMPIONS AND WE HAVE TO 
DEFEND OUR TITLE! 


THEMONEY È 
SOMEHOW, MR @ 


- 


و رل 


ey 


WE HAVE TO 
SEND A TEAM, 
COME WHAT 
MAY! 


B] WAS HONORARY 
SECRETARY OF 
THE LH.F. 


THEY FINALLY BORROWED THE MONEY FROM PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK SELECTION TRIALS WERE HELD IN 
CALCUTTA". THE ARMY REFUSED TO SEND DHYAN FOR THE TRIALS SAYING THAT HE HAD NO NEED TO PROVE 
HIMSELF HOWEVER, THE TRIALS LED TO THE SELECTION OF ANOTHER PLAYER WHO WOULD MAKE A MARK IN 
INDIAN HOCKEY - DHYAN CHAND'S YOUNGER BROTHER, ROOP SINGH. HE WAS A HARD HITTER OF THE BALL 
AND EXCELLED IN PENALTY STROKES 


JAPAN DEFEATED 
THE U.S.A. 9-2.. 


* NOW CALLED KOLKATA 
40 4 


T ku waw 


EM NTHELAST — ] ii. s. 

RY ONE OF THEM T OME TIME LATER, DHYAN AGAIN R. T 

т А VED 48 H GRASS UNCUT ON THE FIELD, | RUSHED 10 THE GOAL AND HIT A SIZZLING SHOT, BUT AGAIN 
M N KIW DHYAN AND КООР SINGH | 

г ҮН ALL Ç 


OSSING ІТ FROM HOCKEY | 


AP BY KEEPING THE 1 
AS THEY RACED TOWARDS THE GOAL 


2 
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н Г] 
THE GOALIE DIVED RIGHT | 
AND DEFLECTED THE BALL AWAY! 
па 
S 


.BUT THE NIMBLE 
GOALKEEPER DIVED 
TO HIS LEFT AND 

STOPPED THE BALL. 


> / / 2 - 
y 
° | 


“THE SEMI-CIRCLE IN FRONT OF THE GOAL 


IT WAS NOT LONG BEFORE DHYAN CAME TEARING 
DOWN THE FIELD ONCE AGAIN. THE GOALIE BRACED 
HIMSELF FOR A DIVE TO THE LEFT OR KIGHT. 


_ 
/ > 
A Y У 
: 17 
J A DHYAN HAD Fi 


VAS IN THE 1936 BERLIN OLYMPICS THAT 
1936 BERLIN OLYMPICS THAT DHYAN, THEN 31 YEARS OLD, REACHED THE PEAK OF FAME 


N GAMES HAD A SPECIAL Sic 
POLO EMO. O LEAD THE НАР А TEA SIGNIFICANCE FOR HIM FOR THEY ACTUALISED ONE OF HIS 
METHII 7 Arti رالاس يو لد‎ YMP. 

OMETHING НЕ HAD THOUGHT WOULD NEVER BE POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF HIS LACK OF FORMAL EDUCATION 


ТІЛІ I 
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THAT MY COUNTRY Қ 


DHYAN CHAND 


AN WAS MORE SHAKEN THAN THE ОТНЕ 
VOR uio ОТНЕКЭ. THE THOUGH 
VORL D HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIP UNDER HIS CAPTAINCY FILLED HIM MHT LOSE 
YE ANKAJ GUPTA ANALYSED THE GAME унды DREAD 
2 Y 3 NIGHT 


УН” 


MASUD IS OUT 
ОЕ FORM. WE SHOULD | Al 
GET A REPLACEMENT | 1 : 
FOR HIM! 4 


POSSA 


WE ALSO LACK 
j Í A STRONG INSIDE 
Ы RIGHT. WE MUST SEND 
FORI.A.S. DARA OR 
ERIC PINNIGER. 


THE ARMY 
/ REFUSED TO GIVE 
ИД DARA LEAVE FOR THIS 
TOUR. THAT'S THE 

ONLY REASON HE 15 
NOT HERE 


HE HAD MARRIED Å ٧۷ / ` Ж: 
FEW WEEKS EARLIER, / E 

AND FAMILY 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
WERE BEGINNING TO 
WEIGH HEAVILY ON HIM. 


2 


2 = : 
8 IT WAS HIS DECISION TO RETIRE 


FROM INTERNATIONAL HOCKEY 
AFTER THE GAMES 


THAT'S 
RIGHT, MR GUPTA. WE 
EXPECT THE GERMANS 
TO BE OUR TOUGHEST 
OPPONENTS! 


THEIR GAME SEEMS 
TO HAVE IMPROVED SINCE 
OUR LAST VISIT TO EUROPE, 
AND THEY DIDNT PLAY AT 
05 ANGELES 50 WE DONT 
KNOW HOW GOOD THEY 
REALLY ARE 


BUT I AGREE THAT 
WE NEED SOMEBODY 
OF HIS CALIBRE IN THE 


WE'LL SOON 


KNOW! 
ENE MIDFIELD. I'LL SEND АМ 
5.0.5. TO INDIA. WE DONT 


THEM THE DAY AFTER. 


TOMORROW. : HAVE MUCH TIME! 


THE FRIENDLY BETWEEN THE GERMAN AND INDIAN 
TEAMS TOOK PLACE ON 17 JULY AND THE 
OUTCOME SHOCKED THE INDIANS. THEY LOST 4-1. 
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DHYAN CHAND 


THESE WERE ALSO THE FIRST 
OLYMFIC GAMES TO BE TELEVISED 
TWENTY-FIVE LARGE SCREENS WERE 
SET UP THROUGHOUT BERLIN 
ALLOWING THE LOCAL PEOPLE TO 
SEE THE GAMES FOR FREE 
IN INDIA, THE PHILIPS RADIO 
COMFANY LAUNCHED A 
CAMFAIGN TO PROMOTE SALES 
OF NEW MODELS OF PHILIPS 
RADIOS WHICH THE COMPANY 
CLAIMED WERE BEST SUITED 
TO CATCH THE BROADCASTS 
FROM BERLIN 


5 GAMES AS AN 
ÎÎÎ HITLER SAW THE GAMES 
xl OPPORTUNITY TO PROMOTE HIS 
GOVERNMENT AND ITS IDEALS OF 
ARYAN SUPREMACY” HE сир 
TALL STOPS TO M. я. 
GAMES A SPECTACULAR SUCCESS. | ЧӘ 


7 


WHEN THE GAMES 601 UNDERWAY, HITLER CAME 
EVERY DAY TO WATCH. HE FROWNED WHENEVER. 
ATHLETES, WHO BELONGED TO RACES HE 


> A == 
12 ATALLWHENTHE — |i 
M (Å ALABAMA ANTELOPE’ Ë 
3 JESSE OWENS, WON 


71| FOUR GOLD MEDALS. 
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| 
1 ч. 


Ай TO OUTDOTI 


OVER 1,00,000 WAS BUILT 
| AND THE OLYMPIC VILLAGE 
3 7 | HAD UP-TO-DATE FITTINGS AND МАНУ WOULD EVENTUALLY 
Sii FACILITIES FOR THE ATHLETES. E MEDALS TALLY WITH 89 
۷ j Aniem = MEDALS, FOLLOWED BY THE US 
Î A TORCH RELAY FROM THE SITE OF THE ANCIENT Gina 
Ша IN OLYMPIA, GREECE, TO THE STADIUM IN BERLIN J 
AN ORIGINAL TOUCH TO THE OPENING CEREMONY. 


MEDA THREE 


KE OUNTRIES DROPPED OUT AT 
> DENMARK TO REACH THE TOP OF THEIR GROUP 


GERMAN GOALIE, TITO WARNHOLTZ, WAS 8 
KNOWN FOR HIS AGGRESSIVE PLAY __ 


калта 


THE INDIANS TOO WON ALL 
THEIR LEAGUE MATCHES - 
AGAINST HUNGARY, THE U.5 
AND JAFAN - AND REACHED 
THE SEMI-FINAL WHERE THEY 
МЕКЕ FITTED AGAINST THE 
FORMIDABLE FRENCH 


EL 


THE INDIAN TEAM HAD BEEN STRENGTHENED BY THE ARRIVAL OF 

LA.5. DARA, WITH YOUNGER BROTHER ROOP SINGH ON HIS LEFT 

Î AND DARA ON HIS RIGHT, DHYAN CHAND TORE THROUGH THE 

: è ÆR FRENCH DEFENCES, AGAIN AND AGAIN, ТО HIT IN FOUR GOALS. 
m —— Е КООР SINGH AND DARA NETTED TWO EACH, THE FRENCH NEVER 

— ” - KNEW WHAT HIT THEM, EVENTUALLY LOSING 10-NILI 


THE FLAG PA 


WAS THE Ко, 


FLAG 0 


DHYAN CHAND 
10CKEY FINAL WAS HELD ON THE МОР 

f E MORNING OF THE LAsy pa 

MANS WERE CONFIDENT ОР WINN IAN چم‎ DAY OF THE GAMES 3 2 

E LEAGUE MATCHES AND PREDICT O THE теуді PRESS WAS FULL RARO FOR, AUN 
READY TO GO OUTONIO КЕЙС INDIAS GOLDEN RUN IN THE Q| YMPICS, AS THE INDIANS 


BOYS, WAITI 
REMEMBER YOU'RE 
COINGOUTTHERE |M 
TO PLAY FOR 7 


VAS 
уд 3 


МКА.) GUPTA SECRETLY CARRIED 


IAN TRICOLOUR AND NOT THE OFFICIAL 
F BRITISH INDIA 


* 


2 
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THE INDIANS, ON THE OTHER HAND, 
PERHAPS OVERAWED BY THE 
CONFIDENCE OF THEIR GERMAN 
COUNTERPARTS, PLAYED AS IF THEY 1 
WERE FATED TO LOSE, TO THE GREAT W 
DISMAY OF THE THOUSANDS OF 
INDIANS WHO HAD COME TO WATCH 
THE MATCH FROM ALL OVER EUROPE. 
THE GERMAN SPECTATORS 

INCLUDED HITLER, PROPAGANDA 
MINISTER JOSEPH GOEBBELS, 
HERMANN GÖRING AND OTHER TOP 
NAZI OFFICIALS. IN THE FIRST HALF, 
DHYAN FAILED TO SCORE ON AT 

LEAST TWO OCCASIONS AND ONCE 
WHEN HE SCORED HE WAS 

DECLARED OFF-SIDE. 


WHY ARE WE PLAYING LIKE A SECOND TEAM?! 
WE'RE CHAMPIONS! WE'VE DEFEATED EVERY 
HOCKEY TEAM ON EARTH AND 
WE CAN BEAT THIS ONE TOO! 


| å 


IN THE SECOND HALF, DHYAN 
SHOOK HIMSELF, OUT OF THE 
STUFOK HE SEEMED TO HAVE 
FALLEN INTO, AND TOOK CHARGE. 


NE 
© 
4 


ОНУАМ СНАМО 


| аса KDED HIS SPIKES AND LEGGINGS AND PUT. ON 
Er pe SHOES. LATCHING ON TO A BALL THAT WAS 
"ASSED TO HIM, HE STREAKED DOWN THE FIELD WITH IT. 


THAT'S AMAZING! 
THE BALL SEEMS 
TO BE STUCK TO 
HIS STICK! 


THE GOAL GALVANISED THE REST OF THE 
TEAM INTO ACTION. FOUR MORE GOALS WERE 


TITO WARNHOLTZ DID NOT HAVE A CHANCE! 


CHAND IS 
THEIR DRIVING 


THE ONLY WAY TO BLUNT 
THEIR ATTACK 15 TO GET 


= 


FORCE! ZN HIM OUT OF THE WAY! Рт»; 
4 


GENTLY! 


г IT APPEARS 
TO ME THAT WE VE 
jV 4 „3 BEEN PLAYING TOO 


EE mi 


€ — Ж» ға 


ANOTHER INDIAN РОКАҮ INTO 
THE GERMAN GOAL BROUGHT 
DHYAN INTO THE D. 


BLEEDING PROFUSELY AND 8 


WITH А TOOTH KNOCKED 
OUT, DHYAN HAD TO BE 
KUSHED AWAY FOR 
MEDICAL ATTENTION. 
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DHYAN CHAND 


SORRY! 


| SORRY! IT WAS 
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LET'S SHOW 
THESE CHAPS WE 
CAN PLAY ROUGH 

TOO, DHYAN! 


LET'S SHOW 
THEM INSTEAD THAT 
ROUGH METHODS AND 
BRUTE FORCE ARE 
NOT NECESSARY TO 
WIN IN HOCKEY! 
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ОНУАМ CHAND 


THE INDIANS DID THIS AGAIN AND AGAIN, TAKING THE BALL ИР TO THE MOUTH OF THE GOALPOST AND THEN 
TAKING IT BACK WITHOUT SCORING, LEAVING THE GERMAN PLAY РЕСТАТОК5 ДАРА Па 


٧ 


: THEY'RE 
TOYING WITH 

US! IT'S 
HUMILIATING! 


) PERHAPS REALISING THAT THE GERMAN HOCKEY TEAM 
22 HAD NO CHANCE OF ADDING TO HIS COUNTRY'S TALLY 
| хөт? OF GOLD MEDALS, HITLER ABRUPTLY LEFT THE STADIUM 


pri 


| 
HAVING DEMONSTKATED THAT THEY COULD SCORE AT WILL, DHYAN 
AND DARA PUT IN ONE GOAL EACH TOWAKDS THE END OF PLAY TO | 
HAND THE GERMANS А CRUSHING DEFEAT: 8 GOALS TO 1 ШЕ 
' — — WR 
RA THE ONLY GOAL SCORED AGAINST INDIA IN THIS MATCH, 
AND IN THE ENTIRE TOURNAMENT. HAPPENED WHEN THE 


GOALIE, RICHARD ALLEN, PADDED AWAY A BALL. BEFORE 
THE INDIANS COULD REACT, THE GERMANS CHARGED 


is GOAL AND HIT THE BALL IN. 


8 ? 


me re - 
МУЖ” 7, 
>» مر همس‎ 
rica 


THE BALL BACK TO ONE ОЕ 
HIS TEAMMATES 


ND 7 


оз 
22 3 a په‎ х Е: d 
: INDIA'S VICTORY WAS A GREAT EMBARRASSMENT ТО THE NAZIS |) 


WHO WERE TRYING TO РОКТКАҮ GERMANY ۸5 MIGHTIEST ١ 
NATION ON EARTH, SUPERIOR TO ALL OTHERS IN EVERY WAY н 


AND THE BALL WAS TAKEN 
BACK TO THE MIDDLE OF THE 
FIELD BY THE PLAYERS 


MANY YEARS EARLIER HE 
| НАР FOUNDED THE JHANSI | 
HEROES HOCKEY CLUB AND 
MEMBEKS ОР THE CLUB, 
| STANDING ON EITHER SIDE 
OFTHE ROAD FORMEDAN | 
ARC OF HOCKEY STICKS FOR 
HIM TO PASS THROUGH. 


WELCO HEREVER НЕ 
WENT Å R THE GAMES 
BUT THE ONE THAT REALLY 
WARMED HIS HEART WAS 
THE WELCOME ACCORDED 
HIM BY HIS HOMETOWN, 
JHANSI, WHERE HE SPENT 
A FEW DAYS BEFORE 
REJOINING HIS REGIMENT. 


THE BERLIN GAMES WERE THE LAST 
OLYMPICS IN WHICH HE PLAYED. THERE 
WERE NO OLYMPICS IN 1940 OR 1944 
BECAUSE OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR. 
DHYAN CHAND WAS PROMOTED TO 
LIEUTENANT IN 1943, BUT BRITISH 
OFFICERS, FEARING FOR HIS SAFETY, 
REFRAINED FROM SENDING HIM TO 
THE FRONTLINES WITH HIS REGIMENT. 
HE WAS PROMOTED TO CAPTAIN IN THE 
ARMY SOON AFTER INDEPENDENCE. IN 
LATE 1947,HE WAS CALLED OUT OF 
SEMI-KETIKEMENT TO LEAD AN INDIAN 
HOCKEY TEAM TO EAST AFRICA (THE 


| THIS WAS THE LAST INTERNATIONAL 
|| APPEARANCE OF ONE OF INDIAS 
| GREATEST SPORTSMEN, KNOWN THE 


ESPECIALLY IN EUROPE, JAPAN AND 

T | NEW ZEALAND. HE RETIRED FROM 

_ | THE ARMY IN 1951 WITH THE 
| RANK OF MAJOR. 


IN THE TEAM). THOUGH NOW IN HIS 406, е Ру 
DHYAN DID NOT DISAPPOINT THE AFRICAN 
SPECTATORS WHO TURNED OUT IN LARGE 
NUMBERS TO WATCH HIM PLAY, SCORING 

61 GOALS IN 22 MATCHES. 


A Man 


During a match in the 1926 army tour of New Zealand, Dhyan Chand's stick 
broke and he threw it away. His fans scrambled to retrieve it. It is said that, 
almost half a century later, when Dhyan Chand's son, Ashok Kumar, was playing 
in New Zealand, an elderly man came up to him and, uncovering a piece of tissue 
paper, showed him a splinter of wood. "It's from your dad's hockey stick!" said 
the man, proudly, "I was a boy then and when he threw away his stick I managed 
to get this piece!" 


There are many accounts of Dhyan Chand's meeting 
with Adolf Hitler which is supposed to have 
happened a day after the India-Germany Olympic 
hockey final which India won 8-1. Hitler is believed 
to have offered the hockey wizard a high post in the 
German army if he relocated to that country. Dhyan 
purportedly refused the offer explaining that he had 
no desire to leave the land of his birth. Dhyan does 
not mention any meeting with Hitler in his 
autobiography Goal but one of his biographers 

says he spoke about it to family members on various 
occasions. 


According to Keshav Dutt, one of Dhyan Chand's 

teammates, Dhyan had unusually wide peripheral vision 
which enabled him to note the exact positions of various 
teammates and opponents, at any given time, on the field. He 
also seemed to have an uncanny ability to sense how the defence 
was forming and where the gaps would occur so that he could 
position himself at the right spot at the right time. 


Even on the hockey field, Dhyan Chand conducted 

himself like a soldier. In the semi-final against France, 
he suddenly yelled, "Humko dusman ki territory : Г) 
par kabja karna hai!*" and led his men ina 
charge that left the French defenders gaping. 4 
"We need to capture the enemy's territory! Ф 
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